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How many individuals are affected?

It is estimated thot over 100,000 indwviduals in pinniped populations
worldwide become entangled each year® |uveniles are frequently reparted
as the most commonly entangled age group. Cne esfimate found that for
Marthern fur seals, juvenile mortality due 1o entanglement during the first two

years af sea could be os high as 15%.2

Centgin species ore known to suffer higher roles of entonglement, such os
Califarnio sea lions in Baja Califamia® or the grey seal in southeest
England.” For endangered or crifically endongered species, such as the
p"\-“’lﬂd ternanaan .'11-'_‘|r'||{ EE'I'_Jl of the Hawaiian monk S20ai, EH'.:_}ng|r.—_‘-r".E-'1'5 COn
be a major factor threatening the survival of the species * Observed rates of
entanglement are likely underestimated, as entanglements on lond can be

recorded but entengled animals ot sea are olien not known or documented,

Weltare impacts

Entanglement in f shing gear can result in severe injuries and prolonged
suffering. Neck entanglements are constrictive, leading 1o ditficully feeding,
starvation, severing of the corotid artery, strangulation, blood loss, open
wounds, and infection, Entangled pinnipeds may have difficulty swimming
and avoiding predotors. Ingesting fishing gear can couse severe internal
njury such as puncluring of the siomach or esophagus, leading to starvalion,

nfection or orgon domoge”

Mitigating pinniped entanglement

Preventing the loss af fishing gear, induding hagments af net and line, as
well os removal of derelict “ghost gear” from the marine envirenment is
critical 1o preventing pinniped entanglement. Addressing the couses of
marine mammal bycalch in active gear as well as improving the procedures
that fishermen follows when pinnipeds become entangled in geor is also
vital. Encouraging consumers and fishers to cut packing bands | “lose the
loop™) betore discording, os well os proper disposal, is also key. Regional
lisheries monogement orgonizations could prohibit the use of pocking
bands, or moke it mondatory to cut bonds before properly disposing of

them*

All hands on deck

Warking with the fishing industry is crucial to better understanding the
causes of pinniped entonglements. Encouraging best practices which reduce
seal and seo lion interaction with fisheries, such as not feeding animals, and

not dispasing of fish affal in marinas, benefits bath animals and fishers.

The Global Ghost Gear Iniiaive |GGG, o cross-secionol allionce
founded by World Animal Pratection, is working with the fishing industry to
better understond the ghost geor problem ond develop colloborative

solutions.

Be part of the solution

lain the Global Ghost Gear Initfiotive - a cross-secional ollionce
committed to driving salutions to the problem af last and abandaoned
fishing gear worldwide, The GGG| gims to improve the health of maring
ecosyslems, protect marine animals, and safeguard human health and

[welihoods, Email cur team to find out more
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